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* Congregation Standing

WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME

PRELUDE “Here I Am, Lord”
WELCOME
CENTERING HYMN “Surely the Presence of the Lord”

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
I can feel God's mighty power and God's grace.

I can hear the brush of angel's wings;
I see glory on each face.

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP

We come seeking Jesus, the Light of the world.
Shine in our hearts, Lord Jesus.

Jesus Christ turns darkness into light.

Let the light shine in the darkness.

LET US WORSHIP GOD.

*PRAYER OF APPROACH

Patricia Hammer

UM #328

God of love and mercy, we gather here in your name, eager for your insights on how
we can see you, believe in you, and help others do the same. Embolden us to face the
skeptics and those who push back with the truth of your kingdom. Amen.

*OPENING SONG “Be Thou My Vision”

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art;
thou my best thought, by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

GTG #450



Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word,
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tower;
raise thou me heavenward, O Power of my power.

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise;
thou mine inheritance, now and always;
thou and thou only, first in my heart,
High King of Heaven, my treasure thou art.

High King of Heaven, my victory won,
may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

*CALL TO CONFESSION
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy Jesus, we confess that we fail to recognize our own blindness. Believing that we
“see,” we ignore the truths you would teach us. Shine your light of love to heal this
blindness. Open our eyes to our misunderstandings, failures, and faults. Only when we
see ourselves clearly can we truly worship you. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Friends, hear the Good News of the Gospel.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*THE RESPONSE “Glory Be to the Father” GTG #581

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

God has reconciled us to himself through Christ and given us the ministry of reconciliation.
Let us share signs of Christ’s peace with one another.

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 23



ANTHEM “Write Your Blessed Name” Chancel Choir
K. Lee Scott

Write your blessed name, O Lord, upon my heart,
there to remain so indelibly engraved
that no prosperity, that no adversity shall ever,
ever move me from your love.

Be to me a strong tower of defense,

a comforter in tribulation, a deliverer in distress,
and a faithful guide to the courts of heaven
through the many temptations and dangers of this life,
of this life.

O Jesu, my only Savior!

GOSPEL READING John 9:1-41

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE “Learning to See” Pastor Hyiwot Teshome
MESSAGE “Believing is Seeing” Pastor Hyiwot Teshome
*HYMN OF RESPONSE “Open My Eyes, That I May See” GTG #451

Open my eyes, that [ may see
glimpses of truth thou hast for me.
Place in my hands the wonderful key
that shall unclasp and set me free.
Silently now I wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

Open my ears, that [ may hear
voices of truth thou sendest clear.
And while the wave notes fall on my ear,
everything false will disappear.
Silently now I wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!

Open my mouth, and let me bear
gladly the warm truth everywhere.
Open my heart, and let me prepare

love with thy children thus to share.
Silently now I wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine!

CALL TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY “Open the Eyes of My Heart” Video



Jordan G. Welch
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

God of grace, you provide for all our needs. Accept these offerings as signs of our
gratitude and bless them to further Christ’s ministry and mission among the poor, the

despairing, and the destitute. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.

Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN “Lead Me, Guide Me”

Refrain:

Lead me, guide me, along the way,
for if you lead me, I cannot stray.
Lord, let me walk each day with thee.
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

I am weak and I need thy strength and power
to help me over my weakest hour.

Help me through the darkness thy face to see.

Lead me, O Lord, lead me.
Refrain

Help me tread in the paths of righteousness,
be my aid when Satan and sin oppress.
I am putting all my trust in thee.
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.
Refrain

I am lost if you take your hand from me,
I am blind without thy Light to see,
Lord, just always let me thy servant be.
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.
Refrain

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE

TFWS 2214

Pastor Hyiwot Teshome

Patricia Hammer




Readings are NRSV unless otherwise noted. CEB=Common English Bible; CEV=Contemporary English Version,
KJV=King James Version; MSG=The Message; NIV=New International Version, NLT=New Living Translation,
TIB=The Inclusive Bible

Psalm 23

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;

he restores my soul.

He leads me in right paths

for his name’s sake.

Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil,

for you are with me;

your rod and your staff,

they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
my whole life long.

John 9:1-41

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His
disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this
man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God'’s
works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one
can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and
made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s
eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to
see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a
beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and
beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No,
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, "I am he.” But they
kept asking him, "Then how were your eyes opened?” He
answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and
washed and received my sight.” They said to him, *“Where is
he?” He said, “I do not know.”

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been
blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and
opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how
he had received his sight. He said to them, “"He put mud on my
eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees
said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the
Sabbath.” Others said, "How can a man who is a sinner perform
such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the
blind man, "What do you say about him? It was your eyes he
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had



received his sight until they called the parents of the man who
had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who
you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His
parents answered, “"We know that this is our son and that he
was born blind, but we do not know how it is that now he sees,
nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He
will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were
afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone
who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the
synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
So for the second time they called the man who had been
blind, and they said to him, “"Give glory to God! We know that
this man is a sinner.” He answered, I do not know whether he
is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I
see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he
open your eyes?” He answered them, "I have told you already,
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again?
Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled
him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of
Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this
man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man
answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know
where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that
God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who
worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began
has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person
born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do
nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins,
and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found
him he said, “"Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered,
“And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in

him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one
speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he
worshiped him. Jesus said, "I came into this world for
judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those
who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees who
were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not
blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you
would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin
remains.

DONATE HERE




CALENDAR: SCHEDULED FOR WEEK OF MARCH 15 - MARCH 22
All meetings are via Zoom (unless otherwise noted).

All meetings are open to the members and affiliates of SJU unless otherwise noted. Members are
encouraged to connect to, engage, and invest in the life and leadership of this Body of Christ, the church!
Contact SJUColumbia@gmail.com if you wish to receive meeting and contact information on anything

below:

Sun, 3/15 8:30 am
10:30 am

11:30 am

Sun, 3/22 8:30 am
10:30 am

11:30 am

CHRISTIAN APPLICATION

WORSHIP SERVICE (in-person and livestream)
(Scheduled liturgist: Ellie Telis)

FELLOWSHIP (Room 10)

CHRISTIAN APPLICATION

WORSHIP SERVICE (in-person and livestream)
(Scheduled liturgist: TBD)

FELLOWSHIP (Room 10)

MEANING OF OUR LENTEN BANNER

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Despite numerous other variations in details concerning Jesus’ suffering and death, it is interesting
that all four Gospels include in their accounts the details regarding Jesus’ prophesy that Peter
would deny the Lord three times before the cock crowed. Peter confidently stated, “Though they all
fall away because of you, I will never fall.” (Matt. 26:33, 35). Yet when the danger became real, Peter
denied three times that he ever knew Jesus (Matt. 26: 69-75). Like many other details concerning
Jesus’ last earthly days, this event led easily to a symbol, one of denial and betrayal in this case. That
symbol, the rooster, is rendered in our Lenten banner in the color purple, which suggests penitence
and sorrow. During Lent, the rooster became a herald announcing the suffering that was to follow.
It is a solemn reminder of Jesus’ last days, abandoned by friends and facing a cruel death.

o OO S T S oS

Please join Pastor Hyiwot and other religious leaders for
“Voices of Faith, Journeys of Healing:
A Discussion on Mental Health”

at the Owen Brown Interfaith Center, Sanctuary C,

on Wednesday, March 25

6:30-8:30 pm.

Registration is required so please use the convenient QR code in this week’s Flash

to reserve your space.

Pastor Hyiwot looks forward to seeing you there.


mailto:SJUColumbia@gmail.com

o I O O S S L O O o S

Bryant Woods Elementary School Reading Day
is coming up
Thursday March 26.
The link for signing up to read to a class is
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B45AEAF29A7FF2-62558353-guest#
The link can also be found in this week’s Flash.

B e L T S T

Faith and Fellowship
A Women'’'s Get Together

Join us for an afternoon of inspiration, connection and sisterhood.

March 28, 2026
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

See Flash for more information.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B45AEAF29A7FF2-62558353-guest

