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 WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME  
 

PRELUDE  Patricia Hammer 
 Accompanist 
WELCOME 
 

CENTERING HYMN “Surely the Presence of the Lord” UM #328 
 

(Sing Twice) 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
I can feel God's mighty power and God's grace. 

I can hear the brush of angel's wings; 
I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

         The Lord is our light and our salvation— 
         Whom shall we fear? 
         The Lord is the stronghold of our lives— 
         Of whom shall we be afraid? 
         Come, let us seek the face of the Lord. 
         We come to worship with courage and trust. 
 

*PRAYER of APPROACH 
 

         Faithful God, 
         You call us out of darkness into your marvelous light. As you gathered disciples by 
         the sea and strengthened the faithful with bold trust, gather us now by your Spirit. 
         Open our hearts to your Word, steady our feet for your path, and shape us into 
         people ready to follow. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
*OPENING SONG “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” GTG #775 
 

I want Jesus to walk with me; 
I want Jesus to walk with me; 
all along my pilgrim journey, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
 
 

 

 



In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

when my heart is almost breaking, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 
When I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
when I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 

when my head is bowed in sorrow, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 
*CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
        Gracious God, 

You call us to follow, yet we cling to what feels safe. 
You invite us into your work, yet we hesitate, uncertain of the cost. 
Forgive us when fear speaks louder than faith, when comfort matters more than 
calling, and when we fail to trust your guiding light. 
Renew our courage, and lead us again in the way of Christ. Amen. 

 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

Hear and believe the Good News of the Gospel. 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.  

 

*RESPONSE “Glory Be to the Father” GTG #581 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

As Christ has called us into the light, let us share signs of that peace with one another. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 27 
 

ANTHEM “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” SJU Chancel Choir 
Traditional Spiritual; arr. Sandy Willard Rogers 

 
He’s got the whole world in His hands 

He’s got the little bitty baby in His hands 
He’s got you and me, brother, in His hands 
He’s got you and me, sister, in His hands 

 
GOSPEL READING Matthew 4:12-23 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE “Stepping Into the Light” Pastor Hyiwot  
 

MESSAGE “THE DECISION TO FOLLOW” Pastor Hyiwot  
 

   



 
*RESPONSIVE HYMN “Here I Am, Lord” GTG #69 

(“I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”) 
 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save. 

I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 

 
Refrain 

Here I am , Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 

I have wept for love of them. They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send? 
Refrain  

 
I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? 
Refrain 

CALL TO OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY “Two Fishermen” (Video) 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

Generous God, 
         Receive these gifts as signs of our trust and our desire to follow where you lead. Use 
         them to bring light where there is darkness, hope where there is fear, and healing 
         where there is need. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   

 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

         Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive  
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,  
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
  



*CLOSING HYMN “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” GTG #700 
 

I’m gonna live so God can use me 
anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I’m gonna live so God can use me 
anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

 
I’m gonna work so… 

I’m gonna pray so… 

I’m gonna sing so…. 
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Pastor Hyiwot  
 
POSTLUDE                              Patricia Hammer 
  Accompanist 
 
 
 
Readings are NRSV unless otherwise noted. CEB=Common English Bible; CEV=Contemporary English Version; 
KJV=King James Version; MSG=The Message; NIV=New International Version; NLT=New Living Translation; 
TIB=The Inclusive Bible 
 
Psalm 27 
 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
    whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
    of whom shall I be afraid? 
 
When evildoers assail me 
    to devour my flesh— 
my adversaries and foes— 
    they shall stumble and fall. 
 
Though an army encamp against me, 
    my heart shall not fear; 
though war rise up against me, 
    yet I will be confident. 
 
One thing I asked of the Lord; 
    this I seek: 
to live in the house of the Lord 
    all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
    and to inquire in his temple. 
 
For he will hide me in his shelter 
    in the day of trouble; 
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 
    he will set me high on a rock. 
 
Now my head is lifted up 
    above my enemies all around me, 
and I will offer in his tent 
    sacrifices with shouts of joy; 
I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 
 
Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; 
    be gracious to me and answer me! 



“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” 
    Your face, Lord, do I seek. 
    Do not hide your face from me. 
 
Do not turn your servant away in anger, 
    you who have been my help. 
Do not cast me off; do not forsake me, 
    O God of my salvation! 
If my father and mother forsake me, 
    the Lord will take me up. 
 
Teach me your way, O Lord, 
    and lead me on a level path 
    because of my enemies. 
Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries, 
    for false witnesses have risen against me, 
    and they are breathing out violence. 
 
I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord 
    in the land of the living. 
Wait for the Lord; 
    be strong, and let your heart take courage; 
    wait for the Lord! 
 
Matthew 4:12-23 
 
Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he 
withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in 
Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and 
Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the prophet 
Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
    on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the 
gentiles— 
the people who sat in darkness 
    have seen a great light, 
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
    light has dawned.” 
From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, 
who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into 
the sea—for they were fishers. And he said to them, “Follow 
me, and I will make you fishers of people.” Immediately they 
left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw 
two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, 
in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and 
he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father 
and followed him. 
Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues 
and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing 
every disease and every sickness among the people. 
 
 
  



 
 

 CALENDAR: SCHEDULED FOR WEEK OF FEBRUARY 8 – FEBRUARY 15 
All meetings are via Zoom (unless otherwise noted). 

 

All meetings are open to the members and affiliates of SJU unless otherwise noted.  Members are 
encouraged to connect to, engage, and invest in the life and leadership of this Body of Christ, the 
church! Contact SJUColumbia@gmail.com if you wish to receive meeting and contact information on 
anything below:  
 

Sun, 2/8 8:30 am CHRISTIAN APPLICATION 
 10:30 am WORSHIP SERVICE (in-person and livestream) 
   (Liturgist: Yeketenesh Woldeguiorguis) 
 11:30 am FELLOWSHIP (Room 10) 
Mon, 2/9 4:00 pm FINANCE 
 7:00 pm COUNCIL 
Tue, 2/10 7:00 pm COMMUNICATIONS & TECH TEAM  
Thu, 2/12 6:00 pm A/V TECH TEAM REHEARSAL (Room 4) 
 7:30 pm CHOIR REHEARSAL (Room 4) 
Sun, 2/15 8:30 am CHRISTIAN APPLICATION 
 10:30 am WORSHIP SERVICE (in-person and livestream) 
   (Scheduled liturgist: TBD) 
 11:30 am FELLOWSHIP (Room 10) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Our annual joint  
Ash Wednesday service with Christ United Methodist Church  

is scheduled for Wednesday, February 18 at 7:00 pm  
at Christ United Methodist in Owen Brown Interfaith Center, Sanctuary A.  

 

 
 

You can also participate in the service via Zoom. See the Flash for the Zoom link. 
 

mailto:SJUColumbia@gmail.com

	Our annual joint
	Ash Wednesday service with Christ United Methodist Church
	is scheduled for Wednesday, February 18 at 7:00 pm
	at Christ United Methodist in Owen Brown Interfaith Center, Sanctuary A.
	You can also participate in the service via Zoom. See the Flash for the Zoom link.

