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Liturgist: Trena Perez Powell  [CC] = closed-captioned 
  * Congregation Standing 
 

 
 WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME  
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRELUDE “Here I Am, Lord” 
 Patricia Hammer 

 
WELCOME 
 
CENTERING HYMN “Surely the Presence of the Lord” UM #328 
 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
I can feel God's mighty power and God's grace. 

I can hear the brush of angel's wings; 
I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

         We come seeking the One who takes away the sin of the world. 
         We come to see the Lamb of God. 
         We come with questions, hopes, and longings. 
         We come because Jesus invites us, “Come and see.” 
         Let us worship the God who calls us by name. 
         We worship with open hearts and willing lives. 
 
*PRAYER OF APPROACH 
 
         Gracious God, 
         You revealed Jesus as the Lamb who brings life and hope, and you call ordinary 
         people into extraordinary discipleship. Meet us here as you met the first followers— 
         with invitation rather than demand, with grace rather than judgment. 
         Open our eyes to see who Jesus truly is, open our ears to hear his call, and open our  
         lives to follow where he leads. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

 



*OPENING SONG “Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore” GTG #721 
 

Lord, you have come to the lakeshore 
looking neither for wealthy nor wise ones; 

you only asked me to follow humbly. 
 

Refrain: 
O Lord, with your eyes you have searched me, 

and while smiling, have spoken my name; 
now my boat’s left on the shoreline behind me. 

By your side I will seek other seas. 
 

You know so well my possessions; 
my boat carries no gold and no weapons; 

you will find there my nets and labor. 
Refrain  

 
You need my hands, full of caring, 

through my labors to give others rest 
and constant love that keeps on loving. 

Refrain 
 

You, who have fished other oceans, 
ever longed for by souls who are waiting, 

my loving friend, as thus you call me: 
Refrain 

 
*CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
        Merciful God, 
        You call us to follow Jesus, yet we hesitate, unsure of the cost. 
        We cling to familiar ways, ignore your invitations, and settle for shallow faith.  
        Forgive us when we fail to bear witness, turn away from your truth, or forget that we 
       are known and loved by you. Renew us by your Spirit so that we may respond to 
       your call with trust, courage, and joy. Amen. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

        Hear the good news: Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
        In him, we are forgiven, restored, and made new. 
 
        Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 
        In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 
*THE RESPONSE “Glory Be to the Father” GTG #581 
   

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen. 



 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

        The Apostle Paul wrote: Let the Peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of 
        one body you were called to peace. So now, let us continue in the worship of Almighty God 
        with the passing of the peace of Christ. 
 
        The peace of Christ be with you. 
        And also with you. 
         
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
        Holy God, 
        As John bore witness to the light, shine your truth upon us through your Word. 
        Help us not only to hear your call but also to follow with faithful hearts. Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 49:1-7 
 
ANTHEM   “Write Your Blessed Name” Chancel Choir 
  K. Lee Scott 
 

Write your blessed name, O Lord, upon my heart, 
there to remain so indelibly engraved 

that no prosperity, that no adversity shall ever, 
ever move me from your love. 

 
Be to me a strong tower of defence, 

a comforter in tribulation, 
a deliverer in distress, 

and a faithful Guide to the courts of heaven 
through the many temptations and dangers of this life. 

O Jesu, my only Savior! 
 
GOSPEL READING John 1:29-42 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    “Jesus Calls Us” Pastor Hyiwot Teshome 
 
MESSAGE “Come and See” Pastor Hyiwot Teshome 
  
 
*RESPONSIVE HYMN “Will You Come and Follow Me” GTG #726 

(“The Summons”) 
 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown; will you let my name be known; 
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 



 
Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 

and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?  
 Will you love the “you” you hide if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 
 

CALL TO OFFERING 
           The first disciples followed because they were invited and welcomed. 
           Let us give our gifts as a response to God’s grace, supporting Christ’s work of inviting 
           and transforming in the world. 
  
OFFERTORY         “We Lift Our Voices” GTG #710 
 We lift our voices; we lift our hands; 

we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering. 
 Lord, use our voices; Lord, use our hands; 

Lord use our lives; they are yours: we are an offering. 
 All that we have, all that we are, 

all that we hope to be, we give to you, 
we give to you. 

 We lift our voices; we lift our hands; 
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering; 

we are an offering. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

         Generous God, 
         Receive these gifts as signs of our gratitude and trust. 
         Use them to extend your invitation of grace, nurture disciples, 
         and make your love known in word and deed. 
         Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
       
        The Lord’s Prayer 

        Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
        Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
        Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,  
        as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation  
        but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. 
        Amen. 



 
 

*CLOSING HYMN “Somebody’s Knocking at Your Door” GTG  #728 
 

Somebody’s knocking at your door; 
somebody’s knocking at your door; 
O sinner, why don’t you answer? 

Somebody’s knocking at your door. 
 

Knocks like Jesus. Somebody’s knocking at your door. 
Knocks like Jesus. Somebody’s knocking at your door. 

O sinner, why don’t you answer? 
Somebody’s knocking at your door. 

 
Can’t you hear him? Somebody’s knocking at your door. 
Can’t you hear him? Somebody’s knocking at your door. 

O sinner, why don’t you answer? 
Somebody’s knocking at your door. 

 
Answer Jesus. Somebody’s knocking at your door. 
Answer Jesus. Somebody’s knocking at your door. 

O sinner, why don’t you answer? 
Somebody’s knocking at your door. 

 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Pastor Hyiwot Teshome 
 
*POSTLUDE                        “Go, My Children, With My Blessing”                    Patricia Hammer 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Readings are NRSV unless otherwise noted. CEB=Common English Bible; CEV=Contemporary English Version; 
KJV=King James Version; MSG=The Message; NIV=New International Version; NLT=New Living Translation; 
TIB=The Inclusive Bible 
 
Isaiah 49:1-7 
Listen to me, O coastlands; 
   pay attention, you peoples from far away! 
The Lord called me before I was born; 
   while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 
He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 
   in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me a polished arrow; 
   in his quiver he hid me away. 
And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
   Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
But I said, “I have labored in vain; 
   I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
yet surely my cause is with the Lord 
   and my reward with my God.” 

And now the Lord says, 
   who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him, 
   and that Israel might be gathered to him, 
for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, 
   and my God has become my strength— 
he says, 
   “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
   and to restore the survivors of Israel; 
I will give you as a light to the nations, 
   that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

Thus says the Lord, 
   the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 
   the slave of rulers, 
“Kings shall see and stand up; 
   princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 
because of the Lord, who is faithful, 
   the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
 
  



John 1:29-42 
The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, 
“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ I myself did not 
know him, but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that 
he might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’ And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the 
Chosen One.” 

The next day John again was standing with two of his 
disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, 
here is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, 
and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them 
following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They 
said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came 
and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him 
that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the 
two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon and 
said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated 
Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and 
said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called 
Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR: SCHEDULED FOR WEEK OF JANUARY 25 – FEBRUARY 1 
All meetings are via Zoom (unless otherwise noted). 

 

All meetings are open to the members and affiliates of SJU unless otherwise noted.  Members are 
encouraged to connect to, engage, and invest in the life and leadership of this Body of Christ, the church! 
Contact SJUColumbia@gmail.com if you wish to receive meeting and contact information on anything 
below:  
 

Sun, 1/25    8:30 am  CHRISTIAN APPLICATION 
10:30 am WORSHIP SERVICE  (in-person and livestream) 

 (Scheduled liturgist: Trena Perez Powell) 
11:30 am FELLOWSHIP (Room 10) 
     

Sat, 1/31   9:00 am MEN’S GROUP (Bagel Bin, Wilde Lake Village Center) 
    9:00 am COUNCIL RETREAT 
 
Sun, 2/1    8:30 am  CHRISTIAN APPLICATION 

10:30 am WORSHIP SERVICE  (in-person and livestream) 
 (Scheduled liturgist: TBD) 

11:30 am FELLOWSHIP (Room 10) 
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