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Liturgist: Robin Dietzway  [CC] = closed-captioned 
  * Congregation Standing 
 
 

 WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME  
 

PRELUDE  Patricia Hammer 
 
WELCOME 
 
CENTERING HYMN “Surely the Presence of the Lord” UM #328 
 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
I can feel God's mighty power and God's grace. 

I can hear the brush of angel's wings; 
I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
 
STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

         Come into God’s house with gladness. 
         We come to rejoice in God’s abundant gifts. 
         Sow bountifully, and you will reap bountifully. 
         God loves a cheerful giver! 
         Let us worship God with generous hearts. 
 
*PRAYER OF APPROACH 
 

         Faithful God, 
         You have led your people through every wilderness and into each new season. 
         You provide our needs — sometimes in ways we cannot yet see.  
         As we gather to worship, quiet our anxious hearts  
         and remind us that all we have is safely in your hands.  
         Free us from the fear of scarcity so we may live as your people of generous trust.  
         In our giving and worship, let your Spirit make us bold in love and rich in faith,  
         through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

 



*OPENING SONG “I Come with Joy” GTG #515 
 

I come with joy, a child of God, forgiven, loved, and free, 
the life of Jesus to recall, in love laid down for me, 

in love laid down for me. 
 

I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed, 
the new community of love in Christ's communion bread, 

in Christ's communion bread. 
 

As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each proud division ends. 
The love that made us, makes us one, and strangers now are friends, 

and strangers now are friends. 
 

The Spirit of the risen Christ, unseen, but ever near, 
is in such friendship better known, alive among us here, 

alive among us here 
 

Together met, together bound by all that God has done, 
we'll go with joy to give the world the love that makes us one, 

the love that makes us one. 
*CALL TO CONFESSION 

 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
        God of abundance, 
        We confess that we are slow to give. 
        We worry about tomorrow, fearing we won’t have enough,  
        and we hold tightly to what we possess. 
        Forgive us, Lord. Loosen our grip, increase our trust,  
        and teach us to give as freely as you have given to us.  
        In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

Hear and believe the Good News of the Gospel. 
In Jesus’ name, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. 

 
 

*THE RESPONSE “Glory Be to the Father” GTG #581 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen. 
 
 

* PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

        Friends, we are a people made whole by grace— not because of our abundance,  
        but because of God’s mercy that meets us in our need. Let us now share that peace. 
        The peace of Christ be with you. 
        And also with you. 
 
 



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
        Generous God, 
        You see us more deeply than we see ourselves.  
        As we hear Your Word today, strip away our pride, our fears, and our distractions.  
        Open our hearts to the truth You reveal— that genuine faith is found not in grandeur,  
        but in simple acts of love and trust.  
        Speak to us now through Your Spirit, that we may hear 
        Your voice and follow with joy. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING 1 Kings 17:8-16 
 
ANTHEM                                             “Soon, and Very Soon”                         SJU Chancel Choir 

Andrae Crouch; arr. Mark Hayes 
 

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we're going to see the King 

 
No more dying there, we are going to see the King 
No more crying there, we are going to see the King 

 
Soon and very soon, gonna see my Jesus 

Yes, I'm gonna see my Lord 
Listen, children, we're gonna see our sweet, sweet Lord 

Sing it over 
We're going to meet my sweet Jesus 

Won't be long before we can see Him 
We're going to see the King! 

 
NEW TESTAMENT READING Mark 12:38-44 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE “Are You Generous?” Pastor Hyiwot Teshome 
 
 

MESSAGE “A TRUSTING HEART” Pastor Hyiwot Teshome 
 
 

*RESPONSIVE HYMN “I Surrender All” UMH #354 
 

All to Jesus I surrender; all to him I freely give 
I will ever love and trust him, in his presence daily live. 

 Refrain: 
I surrender all, I surrender all, 

all to thee, my blessed Savior, I surrender all. 
 

All to Jesus I surrender; humbly at his feet I bow, 
wordly pleasures all forsaken; take me, Jesus, take me now. 

Refrain 
 All to Jesus I surrender; make me, Savior, wholly thine; 

let me feel the Holy Spirit, truly know that thou art mine. 
Refrain 

 All to Jesus I surrender; Lord, I give myself to thee; 
fill me with thy love and power; let thy blessing fall on me. 

Refrain 



 
All to Jesus I surrender; now I feel the sacred flame. 
O the joy of full salvation! Glory, glory to his name! 

Refrain 
CALL TO OFFERING 
 

We are invited to give with generous hearts, trusting God to multiply every gift we give. 
We now offer our thanks with a generous heart to a gracious God. 

 

OFFERTORY                  African American Heritage Hymnal #671 
 
 “You Can’t Beat God Giving” 
 

You can’t beat God giving, 
no matter how you try. 

And just as sure as you are living 
and the Lord is in heaven on high, 

the more you give, the more He gives to you. 
Just keep on giving because it’s really true. 

That you can’t beat God giving, 
no matter how you try. 

   
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

         Generous God, 
         We place our gifts into your hands. 
         Multiply them, bless them, and use them,  
         so that your love may be known in this community and beyond. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 
 
        The Lord’s Prayer (traditional version) 
        Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
        Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
        Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,  
        as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation  
        but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. 
        Amen. 
 
 

*CLOSING HYMN “We’ve Come This Far By Faith” GTG #656 
 

Sing twice 
We've come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord, 

trusting in the holy Word; God's never failed us yet. 
Oh, can't turn around, we've come this far by faith. 

We've come this far by faith. 
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Pastor Hyiwot Teshome 
 
*POSTLUDE Patricia Hammer  
 



 
 
Readings are NRSV unless otherwise noted. CEB=Common English Bible; CEV=Contemporary English Version; 
KJV=King James Version; MSG=The Message; NIV=New International Version; NLT=New Living Translation; 
TIB=The Inclusive Bible 
 
 
1 Kings 17:8-16 
 
The Widow of Zarephath 
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, 
and live there, for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” So he set out and went to 
Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called 
to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” As she was going to 
bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” But she said, “As 
the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar and a little oil in a 
jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks so that I may go home and prepare it for myself and 
my son, that we may eat it and die.” Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have 
said, but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make something for 
yourself and your son. For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be 
emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth.” She 
went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many days. The 
jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord that 
he spoke by Elijah. 
 
 
 
 
Mark 12:38-44 
 
 Jesus Denounces the Scribes 
As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes and to be 
greeted with respect in the marketplaces and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places 
of honor at banquets! They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long 
prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 
 
The Widow’s Offering 
He sat down opposite the treasury and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many 
rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are 
worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow 
has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have 
contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all 
she had to live on.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/Ps/122/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/Ps/122/


 
CALENDAR: SCHEDULED FOR WEEK OF NOVEMBER 16 – 23 

All meetings are via Zoom (unless otherwise noted). 
 

All meetings are open to the members and affiliates of SJU unless otherwise noted.  Members are 
encouraged to connect to, engage, and invest in the life and leadership of this Body of Christ, the 
church! Contact SJUColumbia@gmail.com if you wish to receive meeting and contact information on 
anything below:  
 
 

Sun, 11/16    8:30 am  CHRISTIAN APPLICATION 
                                                  10:30 am             WORSHIP SERVICE   (in-person and livestream) 

  (Liturgist: Robin Dietzway) 
 11:30 am FELLOWSHIP (Room 10) 

Mon, 11/17    7:00 pm COUNCIL MEETING 
Thurs, 11/20    6:00 pm  A/V TECH TEAM REHEARSAL (Room 4) 
     7:30 pm CHOIR REHEARSAL (Room 4) 
Sun, 11/23     8:30 am  CHRISTIAN APPLICATION 

 10:30 am WORSHIP SERVICE   (in-person and livestream) 
 (Scheduled liturgist: TBD) 

 11:30 am FELLOWSHIP (Room 10) 
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