
 
 ST. JOHN UNITED CHURCH  

A UNITED METHODIST/PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) COMMUNITY 
 

WILDE LAKE INTERFAITH CENTER   ●   COLUMBIA, MARYLAND 

UNITED IN LOVE – UNITED FOR SERVICE 
 

 September 14, 2025 
 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  // IN-PERSON & LIVESTREAM SERVICE 
 

All music used by permission. CCLI License #1325764; CCLI Streaming License #20116748 
 

Liturgist: Dawn Barnes  [CC] = closed-captioned 

*Congregation Standing 
 

 WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME  
 

PRELUDE  Patricia Hammer 

 Accompanist 

WELCOME 
 

CENTERING HYMN “Surely the Presence of the Lord” UM #328 
 

(Sing Twice) 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

I can feel God's mighty power and God's grace. 

I can hear the brush of angel's wings; 

I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Come, people of God, step into the night of questions. 

We come, seeking wisdom and truth. 

Come, seekers of grace, open your hearts to the light of Christ. 

We come, longing to be born anew. 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son. 

We gather to worship God, who grants us eternal life. 
 

*PRAYER OF APPROACH  
 

Holy God, who meets us in the night and reveals your 

  truth, draw us close to your heart. 

Shine your light into our doubts and fears, and help us 

  trust in your love that never lets us go. 

Receive our worship, renew our spirits, and teach us what 

  it means to be born of the Spirit. 

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

 

  



 
*OPENING SONG “Come Thou Font of Every Blessing” GTG #475 
 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing;  

tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

streams of mercy, never ceasing,  

call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet,  

sung by flaming tongues above; 

praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it,  

mount of God’s unchanging love! 

 

Here I raise my Ebenezer;  

hither by thy help I’m come; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure,  

safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger,  

wandering from the fold of God; 

he, to rescue me from danger,  

interposed with precious blood. 

 

O to grace how great a debtor  

daily I’m constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter,  

bind my wandering heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,  

prone to leave the God I love; 

here’s my heart; O take and seal it;  

seal it for thy courts above. 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Merciful God, 

We confess that we often choose darkness over light. 

We cling to what we know instead of embracing the new life 

  you offer. 

We struggle to believe that your love is truly for us, and we fail 

  to live as people who have been born from above. 

Forgive us, Lord. 

Shine your light into our hearts so we can walk in your truth 

  and live in your love. 

Through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

Hear and believe the Good News of the Gospel,  

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. 
 

  



 
*THE RESPONSE “Glory Be to the Father” GTG #581 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

And also with you.  
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Numbers 21:4-9 
 

ANTHEM “Amazing Grace” 

   

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 

that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

was blind, but now I see. 

 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

and grace my fears relieved. 

How precious did that grace appear 

the hour I first believed 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

I have already come. 

‘Tis grace that brought me safe thus far, 

and grace will lead me home. 

 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

bright shining as the sun, 

we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

than when we first begun. 

 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 

that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

was blind, but now I see. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING   John 3:1-21 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE “Amazing Love” Pastor Hyiwot  

 

MESSAGE “REBORN BY LOVE ” Pastor Hyiwot  

 

  



 
*RESPONSIVE HYMN “What Wonderous Love Is This”  GTG #215 

  (Verses 1 & 2) 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 

what wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

when I was sinking down, sinking down, 

when I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul! 

 

CALL TO OFFERING    
 

OFFERTORY  “When the Poor Ones” GTG #762 

 (“Cuando el pobre”) 

 

When the poor ones who have nothing share with strangers, 

when the thirsty water give unto us all, 

when the crippled in their weakness strengthen others, 

 

Refrain: 

then we know that God still goes that road with us, 

then we know that God still goes that road with us. 

 

When at last all those who suffer find their comfort, 

when they hope though even hope seems hopelessness, 

when we love though hate at times seems all around us, 

Refrain 

 

When our joy fills up our cup to overflowing, 

when our lips can speak no words other than true, 

when we know that love for simple things is better, 

Refrain 

 

When our homes are filled with goodness in abundance, 

when we learn how to make peace instead of war, 

when each stranger that we meet is called a neighbor, 

Refrain 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

Generous God, 

We bring these gifts as signs of our gratitude. 

Use them and us to share your love with the world, so that all 

may know the new life we have in Christ. Amen. 

 

  



 
The Lord’s Prayer   

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN “I’m so Glad Jesus Lifted Me ”  TFWS #2151 

 

I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me, 

I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me, 

I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me, 

singing glory, hallelujah, Jesus lifted me. 

 

Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, 

Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, 

Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, 

singing glory, hallelujah, Jesus lifted me. 

 

When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, 

When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, 

When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, 

singing glory, hallelujah, Jesus lifted me. 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Pastor Hyiwot  
 

*POSTLUDE Patricia Hammer 

  Accompanist 

 

 
Readings are NRSV unless otherwise noted. CEB=Common English Bible; CEV=Contemporary English Version; 

KJV=King James Version; MSG=The Message; NIV=New International Version; NLT=New Living Translation; 

TIB=The Inclusive Bible 

 

Numbers 21:4-9 

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom, 

but the people became discouraged on the way. The people spoke against God and against 

Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no 

food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent 

poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites 

died. The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against 

the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses 

prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on 

a pole, and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of 

bronze and put it upon a pole, and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look 

at the serpent of bronze and live. 

 

John 3:1-21 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by 

night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for 



 
no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” Jesus answered him, 

“Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 

above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one 

enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I 

tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What 

is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that 

I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you 

hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is 

with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things 

be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand 

these things? “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have 

seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you 

do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has 

ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And 

just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 

up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 

eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in 

order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not 

condemned, but those who do not believe are condemned already because they have not 

believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has 

come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were 

evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may 

not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly 

seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 

 

 
 

 CALENDAR: SCHEDULED FOR WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 14- SEPTEMBER 21 
All meetings are via Zoom (unless otherwise noted). 

 

All meetings are open to the members and affiliates of SJU unless otherwise noted.  Members are 
encouraged to connect to, engage, and invest in the life and leadership of this Body of Christ, the 
church! Contact SJUColumbia@gmail.com if you wish to receive meeting and contact information on 
anything below:  
 

Sun, 9/14 8:30 am  CHRISTIAN APPLICATION 
  10:30 am WORSHIP SERVICE (in-person and livestream) 
    (Scheduled Liturgist: Dawn Barnes) 

11:30 am Taste of SJU (outdoor plaza) 
Mon, 9/15 7:00 pm  COUNCIL MEETING 
Thu, 9/18 6:00 pm  A/V TECH TEAM REHEARSAL (Room 4) 
  7:30 pm  CHOIR REHEARSAL (Room 4) 
Sun, 9/21 8:30 am  CHRISTIAN APPLICATION 
  10:30 am WORSHIP SERVICE (in-person and livestream) 
    (Scheduled Liturgist: John Telis)  
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