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Liturgist: Gayelle Sama​ ​ [CC] = closed-captioned 
*Congregation Standing 

 

​ WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME​  
 

PRELUDE​ ​ Patricia Hammer 
​ Accompanist 
WELCOME 
 
CENTERING HYMN​ “Surely the Presence of the Lord”​ UM #328 
 

(Sing Twice) 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
I can feel God's mighty power and God's grace. 

I can hear the brush of angel's wings; 
I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Come to the banquet, for Christ has prepared a place for you. 
We come, not because of our own worth, but because of God’s grace. 
The humble will be lifted, the proud brought low. 
We come to learn Christ’s way of hospitality and humility. 
Let us worship the Lord with gladness! 
We will give thanks to God, who welcomes us all. 

 

*PRAYER OF APPROACH  
 

Gracious God, 
You invite us to your table of mercy, where the first are last, and the last are first. 
Teach us the joy of humility, the beauty of kindness, and the strength of compassion. 
Gather us in, break us open, and fill us with your Spirit, that our worship may be 
pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

*OPENING SONG​ “Lord, Speak to Me that I May Speak”​ GTG #722 
 

Lord, speak to me that I may speak  
in living echoes of your tone. 

As you have sought, so let me seek  
your erring children, lost and lone. 

 
 
 



 
O lead me, Lord, that I may lead 

the wandering and the wavering feet. 
O feed me, Lord, that I may feed 

your hungering ones with manna sweet. 

 
O teach me, Lord, that I may teach  

the precious truths which you impart. 
And wing my words that they may reach 

the hidden depths of many a heart. 

 
O fill me with your fullness, Lord, 

until my very heart o'erflow 
in kindling thought and glowing word, 
your love to tell, your praise to show. 

 
O use me, Lord, use even me, 

just as you will, and when, and where 
until your blessed face I see, 

your rest, your joy, your glory share. 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Merciful God,​
We confess that we exalt ourselves and seek places of honor. We prefer the company 
of the powerful and overlook the poor and the stranger. We measure worth by 
achievement and status, instead of by your abundant grace.  
Forgive us, O God. Humble us in your mercy, so that we may learn to walk in your 
way, to welcome all to your table, and to live in your love. Through Jesus Christ we 
pray. Amen. 

 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

Hear and believe the Good News of the Gospel,  
In Jesus’ name we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! 

 

*THE RESPONSE​ “Glory Be to the Father”​ GTG #581 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you.  

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING​ Proverbs 25:6-7 
 
 
 
 



 
ANTHEM​ “Love Has Broken Down the Wall” 
​ (Mark Miller)​ (video;VocalEssence  
​ ​ Singers Of This Age)  
NEW TESTAMENT READING  ​ Luke 14:1,7-14 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE​ “Humble Yourselves”​ Pastor Hyiwot  
 
MESSAGE​ “BANQUET MANNERS ”​ Pastor Hyiwot  
 
*RESPONSIVE HYMN​ “God Will Take Care of You” ​ UMH #130 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, God will take care of you; 
Beneath his wings of love abide, God will take care of you. 

Refrain 
God will take care of you, Through every day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, God will take care of you. 
CALL TO OFFERING ​ ​  
 
OFFERTORY ​ “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”​ PH #427 
 

Lord, whose love through humble service 
bore the weight of human need, 
who upon the cross, forsaken, 
offered mercy's perfect deed. 

We, Your servants, bring the worship 
not of voice alone, but heart, 
consecrating to Your purpose 

every gift that You impart. 

Still Your children wander homeless; 
still the hungry cry for bread; 

still the captives long for freedom; 
still in grief we mourn our dead. 

As, O Lord, Your deep compassion 
healed the sick and freed the soul, 
use the love Your Spirit kindles 
still to save and make us whole. 

As we worship, grant us vision, 
till your love's revealing light, 

in its height and depth and greatness, 
dawns upon our quickened sight, 

making known the needs and burdens 
Your compassion bids us bear, 
stirring us to tireless striving, 
Your abundant life to share. 

 Called from worship to Your service,  
forth in Your dear name we go, 
to the child, the youth, the aged, 

love in living deeds to show; 
hope and health, goodwill and comfort, 

counsel, aid, and peace we give, 
that Your servants, Lord, in freedom 

may Your mercy know and live. 



 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

Gracious God, all that we have comes from you. 
Use these gifts, and use us, to invite the forgotten, to lift the lowly, and to serve in 
humility, so that your kingdom may come on earth. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 
 
The Lord’s Prayer​ ​  

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
*CLOSING HYMN​ “For Everyone Born” ​ GTG #769 
​ ​ (verses 1-3, 5) 

​ For everyone born, a place at the table, 
for everyone born, clean water and bread, 
a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, 

for everyone born, a star overhead, 

Refrain: 
and God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, 

compassion and peace: 
yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice,  

justice and joy! 
 

For everyone born, a place at the table, 
revising the roles, deciding the share, 

with wisdom and grace, dividing the power, 
for woman and man, a system that's fair, 

Refrain 

For young and for old, a place at the table,  
a voice to be heard, a part in the song,  

the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled,  
for young and for old, the right to belong, 

Refrain 

For everyone born, a place at the table, 
to live without fear, and simply to be, 

to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, 
for everyone born, the right to be free, 

Refrain 
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION​ ​ Pastor Hyiwot  
 
*POSTLUDE​ Patricia Hammer 
​ ​ Accompanist 

 
 



 
Readings are NRSV unless otherwise noted. CEB=Common English Bible; CEV=Contemporary English Version; 
KJV=King James Version; MSG=The Message; NIV=New International Version; NLT=New Living Translation; 
TIB=The Inclusive Bible 
 
Proverbs 25:6-7 
Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 
    or stand in the place of the great, 
for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 
    than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 
 
Luke 14:1, 7–14 
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a 
meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely. 

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. “When 
you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in 
case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host, and the host who 
invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in 
disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down 
at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up 
higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all 
who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not 
invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case 
they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite 
the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed because they cannot 
repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

 
 

 CALENDAR: SCHEDULED FOR WEEK OF AUGUST 31- SEPTEMBER 7 
All meetings are via Zoom (unless otherwise noted). 

 

All meetings are open to the members and affiliates of SJU unless otherwise noted.  Members are 
encouraged to connect to, engage, and invest in the life and leadership of this Body of Christ, the 
church! Contact SJUColumbia@gmail.com if you wish to receive meeting and contact information on 
anything below:  
 

Sun, 8/31​ 8:30 am​​ CHRISTIAN APPLICATION 
​ ​ 10:30 am​ WORSHIP SERVICE (in-person and livestream) 
​ ​ ​ ​ (Scheduled Liturgist: Gayelle Sama) 
​ ​ 11:30 am​ FELLOWSHIP (Room 10) 
​ ​ 7:00 pm​​ SUNDAYS AT SEVEN (PM!) FELLOWSHIP 
Wed, 9/3​ 2:00pm​​ CONGREGATION CARE COMMITTEE  
Thu, 9/4​ 6:00 pm​​ A/V TECH TEAM REHEARSAL (Room 4) 
Sat, 9/6​​ 9:00 am​​ MEN’S GROUP (Room 18) 
Sun, 9/7​ 8:30 am​​ CHRISTIAN APPLICATION 
​ ​ 10:30 am​ WORSHIP SERVICE (in-person and livestream) 
​ ​ ​ ​ (Scheduled Liturgist: Lisa Cooper Green) 
​ ​ 11:30 am​ FELLOWSHIP (Room 10)  
​ ​ 7:00 pm​​ SUNDAYS AT SEVEN (PM!) FELLOWSHIP 
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