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 WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME  
 

PRELUDE  Patricia Hammer 

 Accompanist 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING SONG “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” GTG #232 
 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 

our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 

suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 

our salvation have procured. Alleluia! 

Now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia! 

where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

praise eternal as God’s love. Alleluia! 

Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN! 

CHRIST IS RISEN, INDEED! 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN! 

CHRIST IS RISEN, INDEED! 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN! 

CHRIST IS RISEN, INDEED! 

 



OPENING PRAYER 
 

Eternal God, in everlasting love; you have turned death into the morning light of life. 

Speak to us of eternal things, so that, hearing the promises in scripture, we may have 

hope and be lifted into the peace of your eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

MOMENT OF REFLECTION 
 

ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
 

Christ reigns over death, filling you with newness of life.  Rise up! Rejoice!  

In Jesus Christ we are loved, forgiven and saved.  

The peace of Christ is with you.  

And also with you.  
 

SCRIPTURE READING #1 1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13 
 

ANTHEM “Crown Him Now With Alleluias” SJU Chancel Choir 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Alleluia, rejoice! 
 

Crown him now with alleluias. 

Sing praise to the risen Lord. 

Crown him now with alleluias. 

Christ will reign, Christ will reign, 

Christ will reign forevermore. 
 

On the cross they mocked him, 

and laughed at him with scorn. 

Filled with angry words of hate, 

they crowned his head with thorns. 
 

But now we see his glory, 

our hope has been restored. 

Let us crown him now with alleluias, 

for he is Christ, the risen Lord. 
 

Crown him now with alleluias. 

Sing praise to the risen Lord. 

Crown him now with alleluias. 

Christ will reign, Christ will reign, 

Christ will reign forevermore. 
 

Crown him King of kings. 

Crown him Lord of lords 

with endless alleluias. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Worship Christ the risen Lord. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING #2 John 20:19 – 31 
 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES  Pastor Steve Nofel 
 

MESSAGE “A STILL MORE EXCELLENT WAY” Pastor Steve Nofel 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 



THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our God in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION AND CALL TO GENEROSITY  Pastor Steve Nofel 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 

OF REFLECTION “Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks” GTG #240 
 

Refrain 

Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name. 
 

Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 

He is the King of creation. 
 

Refrain 
 

Spread the good news o’er all the earth: 

Jesus has died and has risen. 
 

Refrain 
 

We have been crucified with Christ. 

Now we shall live forever. 
 

Refrain 
 

Come let us praise the living God, 

joyfully sing to our Savior. 
 

Refrain 
 

PRAYER OF GENEROSITY 
 

Eternal God, in everlasting love; you have turned death into the morning light of life. 

Speak to us of eternal things, so that, hearing the promises in scripture, we may have 

hope and be lifted into the peace of your eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

CLOSING SONG “O Happy Day” 
 (Edwin Hawkins/Anthony Brown w/ FBCG Combined Choir; video; [CC]) 
 

BENEDICTION  Pastor Steve Nofel 
 

Go out to all the world in peace;  

have courage;  

hold on to what is good;  

return no one evil for evil;  

strengthen the fainthearted;  

support the weak and help the suffering;  

honor all people;  

love and serve the Lord,  

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 



POSTLUDE Patricia Hammer 

  Accompanist 
 

 

 
 

CALENDAR: SCHEDULED FOR WEEK OF APR 20 – APR 27 
All meetings are via Zoom (unless otherwise noted). 

 

All meetings are open to the members and affiliates of SJU unless otherwise noted.  Members are 
encouraged to connect to, engage, and invest in the life and leadership of this Body of Christ, the 
church! Contact SJUColumbia@gmail.com if you wish to receive meeting and contact information on 
anything below:  
 

Sun, 4/20 8:30 am CHRISTIAN APPLICATION 
 9:45 am ONE-ROOM CHURCH SCHOOL (Room 4) 
 10:30 am EASTER WORSHIP SERVICE (in-person and livestream) 
   (Liturgist: Jen McClurg) 
 

Mon, 4/21   ALL OFFICES AND IFC CLOSED 
 7:00 pm COUNCIL 
Thur, 4/24 6:00 pm A/V TECH TEAM REHEARSAL (Room 4) 
Sat, 4/26 9:00 am SJU MEN 
Sun, 4/27 8:30 am CHRISTIAN APPLICATION 
 10:30 am WORSHIP SERVICE (in-person and livestream) 
   (Guest Pastor: Rev. Don Burgard) 
   (Scheduled liturgist: Robin Dietzway) 
 
REMINDER: HOLY STOP: twice-daily quiet prayer time / 9:30-9:45 am and 2:15-2:30 pm. 
Set an alarm to take a holy stop with the pastor wherever you are. If you can’t stop as the alarm rings, 
take 10 seconds and say a quick prayer. Although we will not be in contact during this time, we will 
know we are praying together.  

 
 

 

 

Readings are NRSV unless otherwise noted. CEB=Common English Bible; CEV=Contemporary English Version; 

KJV=King James Version; MSG=The Message; NIV=New International Version; NLT=New Living Translation; 

TIB=The Inclusive Bible 

 

1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13 

 
I will show you a still more excellent way. 

13 If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy 

gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries 

and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, 

I am nothing. 3 If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may 

boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does 

not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, 

but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 

all things. 
8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will 

cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9 For we know only in part, and we 

prophesy only in part; 10 but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end.  
11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; 

when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways.  
12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in 

part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.  
13 And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 
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John 20:19 – 31 
 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’  
20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 

when they saw the Lord.  
21 Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’  
22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy 

Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 

they are retained.’ 
24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’  

But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in 

the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 
26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
27 Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand 

and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’  
28 Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’  
29 Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have come to believe. And may continue to believe’ 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 

this book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


