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 WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME  
 

PRELUDE  Patricia Hammer 

 Accompanist 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LENTEN CANDLE  Pastor Renee Mackey 
 

OPENING SONG “When Peace like a River” GTG #840 

 (It Is Well with My Soul) 
 

When peace like a river attendeth my way, 

when sorrows like sea billows roll, 

whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

Refrain: 

It is well (it is well) with my soul (with my soul); 

It is well; it is well with my soul. 
 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

let this blest assurance control, 

that Christ hath regarded my helpless estate, 

and hath shed his own blood for my soul. 

Refrain 
 

He lives: O the bliss of this glorious thought. 

My sin, not in part, but the whole 

is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 

Refrain 
 

Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 

the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 

even so it is well with my soul. 

Refrain 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

We are the community of faith that has been created by the love of God. 

We are the people who have been set free by the word of forgiveness in Jesus Christ. 

We have been created to be God’s children; this is our new identity. 

We praise the name of the One who has given us new birth. 



OPENING PRAYER 
 

When once we let sin coil itself around our hearts, you wrapped us in the comforting 

shawl of grace. When once we obsessed over our personal lives, you freed us to give 

ourselves away to the world. Ceaseless Creator, your love overwhelms us each and 

every day. When we are tempted to submit our resumes to the Evil One, you put us to 

work, caring for the outsiders. When we are tempted to mutter our way through each 

moment, you teach us songs of grace. Faithful Spirit, your love surrounds us. Amen. 
 

MOMENT OF REFLECTION 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 

LIBERIAN ANTHEM “All Hail, Liberia, Hail!” (video; [CC]) 

 (Daniel Bashiel Warner, lyrics; Olmstead Luca, music) 
 

SCRIPTURE READING #1 Numbers 21:4 – 9 
 

ANTHEM “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” SJU Chancel Choir 
(Words by Isaac Watts; Music by Robert Lau) 

 

When I survey the wondrous cross 

Where the young Prince of glory died 

My richest gain I count but loss 

And pour contempt on all my pride 

Kyrie eleison, Lord have mercy 
 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

Save in the cross of Christ, my God 

All the vain things that charm me most 

I sacrifice them to his blood 

Kyrie eleison, Lord have mercy 
 

See, from his head, his hands, his feet 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down 

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown 

Kyrie eleison, Lord have mercy 
 

Were the whole realm of nature mine 

That were an offering far too small 

Love so amazing, so divine 

Demands my soul, my life, my all 

Kyrie eleison 
 

SCRIPTURE READING #2 John 3:14 – 21 
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN “Pa Kuu Lii” Lisa Cooper Green 

& YOUTH (“Come and Go with Me”) 
 [Liberian Song in the Kpelle dialect] 

 

Pa Kuu Lii 

Kuu nangwa berei mu (3x) 

Pa Kuu Lii 

Kuu nangwa berei mu 

Mene nelleh mehn nele ka nah. 
 

ENGLISH 

Come and go with me in/to my Father’s house; there is joy, joy, joy there. 

 



Jese ka nah 

Kuu nangwa berei mu (3x) 

Jese ka nah 

Kuu nangwa berei mu 

Mene nelleh mehn nele ka nah. 
 

ENGLISH 

Jesus is there; in/to my Father’s house; there is joy, joy, joy there. 
 

MESSAGE “LOOK AND LIVE” Pastor Renee Mackey 
 

PRAYER FOR LIBERIA  Dawn Cooper Barnes 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER The Lord’s Prayer 

 (new version) 
 

Our God in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY SONG 

   OF REFLECTION “Change My Heart, O God” GTG #695 
 

Change my heart, O God; 

make it ever true. 

Change my heart, O God; 

may I be like you. 
 

You are the Potter; I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me; 

this is what I pray. 
 

MOMENT FOR MISSION  The Aurora Foundation – Special Offering  
 

CALL TO GENEROSITY   
 

Merciful God, we thank you for your wonderful works among humankind. Accept 

this offering with the dedication of our lives and help us be for the world an emblem 

of your steadfast love. Amen. 
 

CLOSING SONG “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian” GTG #729 
 

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart; 

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 

In my heart, in my heart, 

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 
 

Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart, in my heart … 
 

Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart, in my heart … 
 

Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart, in my heart … 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

LIBERIAN DANCE “Liberia: Sweet Land of Liberty” (Amb. Marron Cassell; video) 
 

 



POSTLUDE  Patricia Hammer 

  Accompanist 
 

Worship Resources: 

Duck, Ruth C.  Bread for the Journey: Resources for Worship.  Cleveland, OH: The Pilgrim Press, 1981, p. 29, 52-

53. 

Long, Kimberly Bracken ed.  Feasting on the Word: Liturgies for Year B, Vol. 1. Westminster John Knox press, 

2014,  p. 120. 

Shuman, Thom. M.  Where the Broken Gather: Lectionary Liturgies for RCL Year B.  Middletown, DE, 2014, p. 

100-101. 
 

 

 

Readings are NRSV unless otherwise noted. CEB=Common English Bible; CEV=Contemporary English Version; 

KJV=King James Version; MSG=The Message; NIV=New International Version; NLT=New Living Translation; 

TIB=The Inclusive Bible 
 

 

Numbers 21: 4-9 
 

4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the people 
became impatient on the way.  
5The people spoke against God and against Moses, ‘Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in 
the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.’  
6Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many 
Israelites died.  
7The people came to Moses and said, ‘We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; 
pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.’ So Moses prayed for the people.  
8And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is 
bitten shall look at it and live.’  
9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that 
person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
 

John 3: 14-21 
 

14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,  
15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
16‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life. 
17‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him.  
18Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, 
because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God.  
19And this is the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather 
than light because their deeds were evil.  
20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 
exposed.  
21But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have 
been done in God.’ 
 
 
 
 


